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GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE



Dear Teacher,

We appreciate you!  

This guide can help in your classroom, whether before or after coming to see a
play or musical it can be used to highlight important concepts.  The curriculum
connections introduced by the Broward Center for the Performing Arts are
always aligned to the Florida Standards with the idea that they introduce
another tool to effectively implement engaging methods to bring the page to
the stage. 

Curriculum Connections improve comprehension, help students organize
information, and assist students' metacognition by enabling students to check
for understanding. It is designed to be used before or after coming to the
theater unless otherwise stated and may contain activities for certain grade
levels (this wil l be clearly labeled).  

Curriculum Connections will always contain a reminder of theater etiquette as
well as a social emotional learning activity, and a Student-Family Cooperative
Activity.  The activities may be re-printed for individual use, used on smart
boards as class activities, or in groups.  It is suggested to discuss the play or
musical as a class before your field trip.  

Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @Broward Center Education
and use the QR code (below) for our Teacher's Lounge to receive insight about
discounted tickets and information for you and your students! 

  
  

How to use Curriculum Connections:How to use Curriculum Connections:
GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE



Restroom visits are best made prior to the performance.

Listen carefully to the ushers and your teachers.  This gets everyone to your seats
quickly and ensures a pleasant experience.

Turn watches and cell phones to silent.

Walk single file, hold hand rails as you use the steps for your safety.

Listen carefully to each performer.  They are working hard to entertain and inform
with lots of clues about the story. 

Refrain from TALKING. This allows everyone to enjoy the show without distraction. 
 Sometimes we think that if we whisper it is okay.  But, if everyone in the audience
whispers, it becomes disruptive. 

Laugh if something is funny, but not too loudly, you don't want to miss any dialogue.
Photography and recording are not permitted.  

Pay attention to the lighting, scenery, costumes and music-all of these elements help
provide more details to tell the story in an interesting way.

Applaud (clap) at the end.  This shows the performers that you respect and
appreciate their work.

It is often helpful to remind students of appropriate audience etiquette by explaining
and discussing WHY these rules of behavior are important:

 

Theater etiquette



GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE
SYNOPSIS:

"Giraffes Can't Dance" is a popular children's book written by Giles
Andreae and illustrated by Guy Parker-Rees. The story follows a young
giraffe named Gerald who feels self-conscious about his dancing
abilities, as he's told by other animals that "giraffes can't dance."
However, with the help of a wise cricket, Gerald discovers his own
unique dance moves and gains the confidence to join in the jungle
dance party.  Gerald learns that it is his own differences are what make
him special!

The musical expands on the story of the book, adding new characters
and songs to create a full-length stage production that is pure fun! 

Moral: Giraffes Can't Dance encourages children to embrace their
own individuality and to not let the opinions of others hold them
back. It also teaches that with practice, determination, and self-
belief, anyone can overcome their limitations and achieve their
goals.



Story Elements
Fill in each box with words and pictures 

to represent each story element.

characters

setting

problem solution

GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE

ELA.K.V.1.1; ELA.1.V.1.1; ELA.2.V.1.1; ELA.1.R.1.1; ELA.K12.EE.1.1;ELA.K12.EE.2.1;ELA.K12.EE.3.1;ELA.K12.EE.4.1;ELA.K12.EE.5.1; ELA.K12.EE.6.1; ELA



thoroughly wet or soaked

a pattern of long or short sounds as you move through a song

the people or animals from whom you are descended

grassland scattered with bushes

extraordinarily good or great

lacking skill or grace

extremely tired, nervous or confused

a rope of leaves, flowers or other material used to decorate

GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE
VOCABULARY

Find the definition. Draw a line from the word to the proper definition:

SAVANNA

 

CLUMSY

 

DRENCHED

 

GARLAND

 

FRAZZLED

 

RHYTHM

 

ANCESTORS

 

WONDROUS
 

ELA.K.V.1.1; ELA.1.V.1.1; ELA.2.V.1.1; ELA.1.R.1.1;
ELA.K12.EE.1.1;ELA.K12.EE.2.1;ELA.K12.EE.3.1;ELA.K12.EE.4.1;ELA.K12.EE.5.1; ELA.K12.EE.6.1; ELA



Length Sort
Instructions: Cut around the giraffes and place in order from the shortest to 

longest on a new piece of paper.  Color the giraffes.   

GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE



Z E B R A B A G C E D I

J L E K U M I O E M N G

B E A R D B F R G O H I

T P A N D A F I C N S R

Z H A S I G Z L T K N A

V A K O A L A L I E A F

A N E P O I E A G Y K F

Y T O R T O I S E I E E

E Q A R U N S A R E T X

JUNGLE ANIMALS
WORD SEARCH

Find the words listed below and mark them.

ELEPHANT

LION

TIGER

GORILLA

TORTOISE

SNAKE

KOALA

BEAR

GIRAFFE

MONKEY

PANDA

ZEBRA
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GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE
I can________________________________

I can't________________________________

yet!

THE POWER OF yet!

ELA.K.V.1.1; ELA.1.V.1.1; ELA.2.V.1.1; ELA.1.R.1.1; ELA.K12.EE.1.1;ELA.K12.EE.2.1;ELA.K12.EE.3.1;ELA.K12.EE.4.1;ELA.K12.EE.5.1; ELA.K12.EE.6.1; ELA



Growth Mindset: SEL
A growth mindset is when we find a positive way to look at each situation.  

Think of some ways that you can offer a growth mindset.

I will not
give up

GIRAFFES CAN'T DANCE



Create a home theater space: Dedicate a specific area in your home as a temporary theater space. It
can be anywhere with a little bit of space to "put on a show". Create a cozy ambiance with lighting and
comfortable seating.

Create tickets and programs: Design and print them at home or even hand made. Deliver the tickets to
family members, and the programs can include information about the performance, cast, and crew. This
adds a touch of authenticity and excitement.

Snack bar and concessions: Set up a snack bar or concessions stand with a variety of treats and
refreshments.  You can even create special themed snacks related to the performance you are watching.

Interactive viewing experience: Encourage audience participation during the performance. For example,
during a musical, you can sing along to the songs and clap during applause-worthy moments!

Post-show discussions: After the performance, have a family discussion about the show. Share your
thoughts, favorite moments, and discuss the themes or lessons portrayed. This can foster critical thinking
and encourage creativity in your kids.

Remember, the goal is to create a memorable and immersive experience. Adapt these ideas
based on your family's preferences and the resources available to you.  The key is to have fun
and enjoy the theater experience in your digs!

Additional  Activity Ideas:

K-5 Student to Family Cooperative Activity Ideas:

Memory jars: Create a memory jar with your children. Write down favorite childhood memories on small
pieces of paper and put them in a jar. Each week or month, take turns pulling out a memory and sharing
it. This can spark conversations and lead to further discussions about your childhood experiences, and
theirs too!

Bedtime stories: Instead of reading traditional bedtime stories, take turns sharing personal stories from
your childhood. These could be tales of adventure, funny incidents, or heartwarming experiences. This
can create a strong bond between you and your children as you share personal narratives.

Encourage your kids to create their own journals or scrapbooks to document their childhood memories.
Take the opportunity to share your childhood stories as you help them with their own projects. You can
even contribute by adding some of your own stories or mementos to their journals.

What was your favorite song, band or genre growing up?  Play a few songs for your child/children and
let them play a few of their favorites for you!  

Create traditions with your child/children!: Establish special rituals or traditions that you can share. It
could be a weekly movie night, cooking together on weekends, going for a walk after dinner, or singing
at the top of your lungs before bedtime.  





 
 

Dear  Teachers ,
 

Thank  you  fo r  you r  cont inued suppor t  o f  the  SEAS P rogram.  We
va lue  the  p reparat ion  you  make  before  the  show to  a t tend  the
Broward  Cente r  fo r  the  Per fo rming  Ar t s ,  and  the  in t roduct ion  you
fo rge  fo r  the  s tudents  when  the  show has  conc luded to  cont inue
mak ing  connect ions  long  af te r  the  buses  have  re tu rned to  schoo l !

I f  you 'd  l i ke  to  share  any  o f  the  work  f rom the  s tudy  gu ides ,
p lease  use  th i s  l i nk :   

 
C l ick  Here  to  Up load Student  Work  Samples :

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shou ld  you  have  any  ques t ions ,  p lease  contact  
Laur i  Fos te r  a t :  ma i l to : lau r i . fos te r@browardschoo l s .com

 Each time you submit student work, 

your name is entered in a drawing 

for tickets to a show 

at the Broward Center:

Fall Show:  HADESTOWN

Spring Show: MRS. DOUBTFIRE

 

New:

https://tinyurl.com/SEAS2324-samples
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